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Cuban flute virluoso Oriendo “Mersci”
Valle has struck gold with his new recotd,
Somande (Ahf-Nanid 1018). Whils I found
Maraca’s previous recording on Qbadisc to be
« dazzling displey of techical accomplish-
meat, 1 felt It Incked bite. Bife is one thing
Snnaﬂdnde(\n\!elyh”,\l\sradu.'ﬁle-lhumis
onc potent track afier apother, pnd it has al-
ready created v tremengous updegground buzz
ymong Latin music sficlonsdon. From the frst
dropof the needic (or the lirst glow of the fiber-
optlc lens 85 the case may be), you know this
cecord is going (o be something special

Maraca developed.his chops with Irake
wnd llke other veterans of this supergroup, heis
Zapahie of inhumen fexts on his instrument.
With Sonanda Valle proves he Is 8lso a great
handleader. He surrounds himsell with many
of the greal names in Cuban music: Compay
Segunde (of Ducua Vs Secial Club fame),
Pancho Amal (unquestionably Cuba’s greatest
(rds ployer). Pio Leyve (considered one of the
islind's great vocalists by those who know
{hese things), Yumuri (Maracasbiotherwhois
aloo avetersn contempotary Cubunminaic singer
and bapdiceder), 3nd Los ‘Mufieguitos de
Matunzes (rumberos suprenios), among otk

L

ers. Jaxz saxophonlst David Senchez even
Sheows vp on & couple of uacks. Mix great
ingredienwslike thesc togeiherandthe result
is & yummy slew that has sfieriastes of
\radition and bold Rlavors of the future.
While the @ute in Cuban music is wradi-
tionally cosfined 1o the choranga format
Marace brings it into the hotn-oriented
conjusito lino-up. Nermally, s lght tnstru-
mment such a5 the Oute would get lost amid
the power of the horny. But Maraca has he
force snd sbility to:fisc above the mix,
blowing out tasty improvisatio while
maintaining & strong sense of ensemble.
Maraca’s superhumsn wlents wre high-
ughled!mhralbum‘i:loslnglruk_"Szln -
s sotoon this vut issurely one of the most
Incredible musicsl feats I've heardinaleng
while. Sonando is detiniely 2 winnet.
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