[image: image1.png]



	August 21, 2005
	


 HYPERLINK "http://www.calendarlive.com/music/cl-ca-latin21aug21,0,3023834,email.story" \t "win_19037574" 
E-mail story
   


 HYPERLINK "http://www.calendarlive.com/music/cl-ca-latin21aug21,0,2691590,print.story" 
Print
   
Most E-Mailed



LATIN MUSIC SPOTLIGHT

An intimate tribute to a mother's legacy
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The Latin music scene is filled with great music despite the commercial slump. Here's a sample

Maraca
"Soy Yo" 
(Ahi Nama)

Flutist-arranger-composer Orlando Valle, nicknamed Maraca, is among the few contemporary Cuban bandleaders to maintain a foothold in the U.S. after the collapse of the late-'90s Cuban music fad. His secret is in the groove, where he finds a balance between Cuba's avant-garde intensity and the more commercial tastes of the domestic salsa market.

The formula on his latest high-energy CD hasn't changed: irresistible and varied rhythms with short, catchy chorus lines. The solid dozen songs were mostly written by Maraca and are mostly sung by his commanding but underrated sonero, Wilfredo Campa. As is evident from the roof-raising, reggaeton-tinged title track ("I'm the One"), Maraca again manages to stay abreast of trends while preserving the ferocious drive, unbridled joy and technical dexterity that have made contemporary Cuban dance music so compelling.
